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ANDREW BURGESS, DEAN 
 
Once again, thank you all for your support, without you our College would not 
function. 
 
This is a good opportunity to update you on the development of our College – 
where we are and where we see God calling us. 
 
Over the early part of 2016 the core College staff – Burge, Sue and Graham – 
have devoted time to strategic planning.  Asking some key questions: 

‘Where are we now?  Who are the students we are serving?  How are we 
serving God’s mission?’ 

‘What was the original vision and how has that vision developed?’ 
‘Where do we want to be?  Who do we need to be serving?  How do we get 

there?’ 
 
We found ourselves pleased with what God has done with us, but also          
questioning some of the ways we do things.  We felt God calling us to put 
greater emphasis on discipleship and mission.  We believe that God is asking us 
to make our first priority real-life outcomes for God’s Church and the people 
we are training. 
 
To do this we are undertaking some simple but important steps: 

Reviewing all the courses we deliver and looking at things like assessments 
that focus on outcomes for mission and ministry today. 

We are continuing to develop Church based training for local leaders. 
We are looking at Certificate level studies that are more accessible and  

useful for people who simply want to go deeper in the Gospel with less 
academic load. 

We hope to offer a one year Diploma with a much larger practical             
internship component. 

We are also applying to some specific Trust Funds 
to enable further developments – especially 
ability to train people to lead in mission and 
outreach. 

 
All of this is about driving further down a path that is 
about becoming more and more useful to God’s people 
– the Church.  Please pray that this may be blessed by 
God! 

Andrew Burgess 



Apart from proudly putting up my framed certificate on the wall of my office, life 

post-graduation has carried on very much as it did before. What can one expect? 

But to say nothing has changed is not strictly true. Having achieved something, 

completed something, not only give me a sense of satisfaction in accomplishment 

but also presents me with an opportunity to plan for the ‘what now’.  

 

In my role as Parish Ministries Assistant at All Saints I am now honing in on the 

core requirements of that job in helping people, especially 

new comers to All Saints, start or progress along their 

discipleship journeys. With plans to run a                   

Marriage  &  Alpha courses I hope to bring new people to 

All Saints as well as serve those already attending. I am 

also reviewing the way we ‘welcome ‘people to the 

church especially those coming for the first time. On a 

personal note I am excitedly awaiting a date for my      

ordination to Deacon which I anticipate will give me    

another ‘sense of satisfaction in accomplishment’ leading 

to another ‘what now’! 

Gordon Taylor 
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My name is Tluang Za Thang but most people call me Thang Thang. I am         

originally from Chin State in Burma/Myanmar. When I arrived in New Zealand in 

2013 I spoke English at a very low level. One of my sister’s friends asked me 

“what do you want to be in the future?” and my answer was that I wanted to 

study theology and become involved in Church ministry as a pastor and       

evangelist. Yet because I had poor English skills I had no hope of studying               

theology, because in order to study a Bachelor of Theology (B.Th) I had to get 

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) level 7. At the time my 

English was only level 3, but I prayed to God, asking continually day and night to 

help me. God is very faithful in His promises, and in 2015 Bishopdale Theological 

College (BTC) accepted me for a Diploma in Christian Studies as a full time      

student. All my teachers and tutors were amazing, I had study support as well, 

and they helped me a lot in study and prayer; and by the Grace of God last year 

11th of December 2015 I graduated with a Diploma in Christian Studies.  

 

If we ask with a true heart and with patience, then God is never late to answer 

our prayers. This year I continue my studies onto a degree. I need and              

appreciate your prayer support. I want to finish my studies well and to pursue 

my vision of extending God’s Kingdom on earth.  

Tluang Zathang 

TLUANG ZATHANG, BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY 



GRADUATION DECEMBER 2015 

It is always a very special day when we send a group of Graduates out from 

BTC. This year we had the following Graduates  and here is what they are up 

to now: 

Bachelor of Theology 

Micah Did-Dell— Taking a break from Youth Ministry. Working in electrical   

infra-structure. 

Diploma in Christian Studies 

Melanie Haymes - Study towards Clinical Pastoral Education also a chaplain. 

Thang Thang - Continuing study towards a Bachelor of Theology. 

Kay Brown - Working 2 days a week, enjoying greater closeness with God. 

Jacqui Jones - continuing to work part time in Greymouth, part of healing 

team at Church 

Gordon Taylor - Assistant Minister at All Saints, imminent ordination. 

Greville Wood - Continuing study towards a Graduate Diploma. 

Jane Apthorp - Continuing study towards a Bachelor of Theology. 

Kathy Hines -  no change. 

Karen Reeve -Under Five Jive Co-ordinator & Pastoral Care at Victory    

Anglican. 

Graduate Diploma 

Joe Keighley - Vicar of Renwick. 

Nick Gastrell - General church ministry as opportunities arise. 

Yvonne Mclean - Hospital Chaplain. 

 

Melanie Haymes, Joe Keighley, Nick Gastrell, Yvonne McLean, Micah DidDell, 
Thang Thang, Kay Brown , Jacqui Jones, Gordon Taylor, Greville Wood,  

Front row: Jane Apthorp, Karen Reeve, Kay Jones   
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Greetings all, my name is Timothy Mora, the “2 Timothy” of the Mora 

family. I am a second year student at BTC studying full-time, and in my 

other hours an employed Ministry Intern at St Stephens Community 

Church in Tahuna. This year I was nominated to be the BTC Student Rep, 

here to voice the concerns of students and to be more involved in the life 

of the college. I accept the responsibility which I am certain will be a      

challenge and chance to step up, with confidence in the grace of God.  

I have been in Nelson one year now, and the growth and wisdom I’ve 

gained though always seeking more, has been an incredible blessing. I’ve 

been able to meet with tense questions of faith and walk away satisfied 

and stronger in Christ than before. Now, having studied at BTC for one 

year I appreciate three things more, one of them supremely: time, 

knowledge, and Christ. Can you guess which one is Lord? (Christ indeed). 

This city, this college, but greatest this life with God, an incredible and  

unpredictable journey of faith, of which I am grateful. 
 

Grace and peace. 

Tim Mora (Jnr) 

STUDENT REP—TIM MORA 

“What is faith?  It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is  

going to happen.  It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.”    

Hebrews 11:1 

FROM OUR CHAPLAINS 

Going right back to the early 2000’s, 

when the dream of the  Nelson      

Diocese having a Theological College 

that would equip people both       

academically and practically to serve 

God both in the community and  

within the church was first mooted 

to the Nelson Synod, it was a       

venture of faith.  There were those 

at the time who felt that it could not 

work but here we are nearly ten 

years on and we can only marvel at 

God’s amazing faithfulness.   The   

Diocese has benefitted enormously 

in personnel who are now serving in 

parishes and churches of a number 

of different  denominations.  People 

have also  become better equipped 

lay  members of the Church and our 

teaching staff is recognized            

throughout New Zealand as being of 

a very high calibre.  

As we acknowledge God’s amazing 

faithfulness we continue to live by 

faith trusting God to continue to 

open doors, bring more students 

and provide the necessary  finance.  

Remember, “Faith is the evidence of 

things we cannot yet see.”   Please 

do continue to pray for the College 

and its staff and students which we 

believe is an integral part of the   

Nelson Diocese and the wider   

Christian community.   

Bishop Derek and Alice Eaton 
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BRAD BARRATT ~ A BTC EXPERIENCE  

“ a read to relish in Bishop Sutton Library ~  
the food and feasts of Jesus” 

A Read to Relish in the Bishop Sutton Library 

The food and feasts of Jesus : the original Mediterranean Diet, with 

menus and recipes / Douglas E. Neel and Joel A. Pugh. Lanham,             

Maryland :  Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. (BS 680. F6 NEE) 

A new course is being held at BTC called “Israel in the Time of Jesus”.    

It is hoped this book will entice readers and add a little spice to an         

interesting course. 

 

The authors are well equipped to write the book. Douglas E. Neel (an 

Episcopal priest) “owned a catering company specializing in first century 

food”. Joe A. Pugh has studied “ancient bread and winemaking”. 

“The New Testament is filled with Jesus eating with people – from     

extravagant wedding banquets to simple meals with loaves and fishes”.  

The book considers the significance of the meals, discusses the chief  

ingredients and explores the food in terms of the socioeconomic world 

of the first century. Inside the book are fifty simple recipes for readers 

to make so they can savour life in biblical times. 

Jennifer Patterson, Librarian 

I really enjoyed my time at the    

Theological College. I really learnt 

lots and the teachers I studied     

under (Kate and Owen) were very 

good. Some of the things I learnt 

that stood out for me were: 

  

1. We are ambassadors and        

stewards of the earth. We're here to 

take care of the earth. 

2. The book of Genesis asks the 

"why" rather than the "how". In 

other words it's not intended as an 

answer to science. 

3. Sin is pollution (adding in foreign 

elements) and perversion (twisting 

something good). It is also the    

spoiling of Shalom (peace). 

4. The Biblical story is divided into 

six Acts: Creation, Fall, Israel, Jesus 

Christ, Church and New Creation. 

5. In the Book of Proverbs, the "Fear 

of the Lord" is a metaphor for the 

reverence and awe one feels for 

God and the universe. 

  

If I return to Nelson at some point in 

the future, I will definitely study 

again at the college. Until then, 

thank you everyone for the positive 

learning experience I received. 

Brad Barrett 

BISHOP SUTTON LIBRARY 
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I spend the majority of my time in what we would consider ‘Christian’ circles, and 

have realised two things. 

 1) I need a wider circle of friends, and 

 2) I’m more uncomfortable than I want to be about sharing faith

-stuff with people I don’t know very well. As a result, I’ve been thinking a 

lot recently about missions, evangelism and courage, and how to        

become a more courageous person. 

Usually when I think about courage, my first instinct is to think of big, 

bold and decisive acts… but I think that’s a very narrow view of  courage. 

Sometimes it takes more courage to follow Jesus day in and day out 

than we recognise.  Courage doesn’t just have to be about    extreme 

acts of bravery – sometimes courage might be simply inviting someone 

out for coffee who you notice doesn’t have many friends to talk to. Courage might 

be volunteering at an afterschool programme, even though kids terrify you. It takes 

courage for me to be open about faith and God when I’m hanging out with friends 

who I know think differently from me. 

There are a few things that can freak me out, most of which are pretty run of the 

mill: spiders, mice, and snakes (which luckily we don’t have in NZ!) My biggest, and 

most extreme fear, is heights. When I plan a tramping trip with friends, I have to 

check the route beforehand and make sure that we aren’t going to spend four days 

wandering along exposed ridgelines, because I won’t make it if we do. My fear of 

heights is pretty bad… so last year, my friends were somewhat confused at my deci-

sion to jump out of a plane at 13 500 feet. I’m the girl who will sit down and wait 

while everyone else climbs the summit, so I can’t really blame them for being sur-

prised. 

When you go tandem skydiving, you have to empty your pockets, and then put on a 

jumpsuit and a cap, before posing for selfies in front of the plane. You and your in-

structor then walk to the plane, where you then basically have to sit on their lap for 

the next twenty minutes while you fly to the jump height. The instructor straps you 

together on the way up – and you hope they do it right,  because you can’t help at 

all. Once you’re in the plane, there is no way out. The door opens, and you shuffle to 

the edge and swing your legs out… hang there for a moment… and then suddenly 

you’re falling. The actual act of falling out of a plane is the instructor’s job, and not 

yours, since their the one who pushes you out. Oddly enough, when I found myself 

falling towards the ground at 200 km per hour, I wasn’t afraid, and thought it was 

great. 

This skydiving analogy, although cheesy, is the best I’ve come up with so far in my 

current ponderings about courage.  Courage isn’t listed as a gift or fruit of the Spirit, 

but I still think that it’s something that God is actively at work shaping in us. I think 

that the way God causes us to become more courageous is similar to skydiving – we 

find ourselves in situations that are more uncomfortable, or   harder than we would 

like them to be… but as we continue to follow God in those moments, courage is 

formed deep within us. We become more courageous people.                                       

Kate Dugdale  

(similar content and other authors can be found on NZCMS blog,  http://www.nzcms.org.nz/) 

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ~ KATE DUGDALE 
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ROB HARLEY  -  
IN NELSON 

STORYTELLER & COMMUNICATION 

MASTERCLASS 

Fri 8 July (7-9pm) & 
Sat 9 July (9am-4pm)  

Come and learn from Rob Harley - top NZ journalist, 
author, speaker – and one of the world’s foremost 

teachers in the art of spoken communication.  

REGISTER AT: 

www.bishopdale.ac.nz 
contact: office@bishopdale.ac.nz 

Ministry Education has got off to a 

busy start as I look to restructure 

post-ordination training.  This means 

that all clergy will be involved in a 

reflective practice group (called a 

Community of Practice”) as part of 

their ongoing leadership                  

development.  This is an exciting  

culture change which I hope will 

equip us for ministry now and in the 

years ahead.   

 

Our more regular ministry education 

programmes are continuing with 

EQUIP lay ministry education           

happening in the regions as well as 

exploring some more tailor-made 

training for parishes.   

 

There are also a few events coming 

up with Rob Harley presenting his 

new “Storytelling masterclass” on 

July 8-9, (see details above) and the 

Diocesan Clergy and Lay workers 

conference on September 26-28.  

Graham O’Brien 

MINSTRY EDUCATION UPDATE ~  
GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
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FRIENDS OF BISHOPDALE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE   

(min. of $400/year) 
 

               I am a new friend of the College                        I am renewing my commitment 
   

              My friends donation to Bishopdale Theological College is   

 

 $________ per week/ fortnight/month/annum (please indicate) 
 

OTHER/SUNDRY DONATIONS 

      I wish to donate $_________ 
 
                To the Capital investment Fund                Operating Costs of the College 
      

 
PAYMENT DETAILS 

 
     My chosen method of payment is : 
 

      Automatic Payment of $_____per week/fortnight/month (please indicate) or, 
 
   Enclosed cheque for $_______made out to Bishopdale Theological College, or,  

   
   Direct Credit Internet Payment for $________to the BTC  Bank Account. 
  

 Bishopdale Theological College Bank Account details are as follows: 

                                   Bank    :   ANZ, Nelson 

                     Account Name   :   Bishopdale Theological College 

                     Account No    :   060705– 0360364-000 

 

LIFE MEMBER 

I wish to become a life member of BTC by contributing an amount of $6000 
 

BEQUESTS 
   If you would like more information about how to leave a bequest to the College     or you have 

already included a gift to BTC in your Will please contact the foundation by  

emailing  foundation@bishopdale.ac.nz 

 

UPDATE OR CHANGE OF DETAILS FORM:  

Send to: BTC, PO Box 347, Nelson 7040 
       
      Name      ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Telephone ________________________  Parish _____________________ 
 
      e-mail  ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Charities Registration No.CC23883              All gifts will be acknowledged     

Donations over $5.00 are eligible for Tax Rebate.   

All automatic payments will be receipted in April for your own Tax Return purposes 


