
ing in different parts of the 
Church.  A highlight for 
me was the invitation to 

present a workshop on 
‘Theological education  
inside the mission of 
God’.  A large number of 
people attended that 
workshop (across two 

time slots) and the      
feedback  was  very        
encouraging .  What      
excites me about this is 
not just that our College 

may be ‘promoted’, but 
that people may be       
encouraged and better 
equipped to see what God 
is doing and to be         

courageous in serving. 
 
In the end, this is what our 
College is for:  to serve 

God by encouraging, 
equipping, and forming 
God’s people for and in 
mission. 

 
May God bless you all as 
you serve too. 

Burge 

To all BTC supporters, 
once  aga i n , ‘t hank 
you’.  We feel that God 
has called us to be a     
College that lives in a place 

of faith and the tensions 
that faith brings.  We  sim-
ply don’t have a      guaran-
teed supply of     students, 
of money, or of anything 

else, UNLESS God blesses 
the work.  Your willingness 
to support us is a large 
piece in the puzzle of 
God’s   provision.  With-

out you we couldn’t do 
anything, and the call we 
hear from God could not 
be          answered. 

 
So … where do we find 
ourselves late in 2015? 
 

As we continue to tutor 

and train students in    
Nelson and Greymouth we 
are seeing the potential for 

new opportunities to be a 
blessing beyond Nelson 
Diocese.  Conversations 
have begun that may lead 
to involvement in training 
emerging leaders across a 

number of Churches 
round NZ, both Anglican 
a n d  n o n -
Anglican.       Partnership 
in Maori settings also looks 

c l o se r to  f r u i t i o n 
too.   Encouraging things 
are happening around our 
nation, and around the 
world – somehow we can 

see that we are called by 
God to be part of what 
God is doing. 
 

A very recent example is 
participating in a Missions 
Conference for Anglicans 
across Aotearoa, NZ, and 
Polynesia.  This was a very 

encouraging event, with 
people coming from far 
and wide to share in vision 
for mission and to tell   
stories of what God is  do-

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN—Andrew Burgess 

SPRING 2015 Friends & Supporters Newsletter 

Bishopdale Theological College Foundation   

Regulars: 

 The Dean 

 Student Rep   
 Chaplains 

 Library 
 

Features: 

     Internship 

Greymouth                
Graduates  

 
CHAPEL  

 

Wednesday  
21 October 

 

All Saints— 
11am.  

Lunch to follow 
at BTC. 

 

All Welcome  

Graduation 

2015 

Friday 11 Dec 

Nelson  

Cathedral  

7pm 

All Welcome  

Supper to  

follow 

Night of Entertainment and Vision  Thank you to all those 
who came along to hear 
Bishop Richard & Hilary, 

Burge and Rebecca and 
our All Saints musos.       
It was a really fun night 
and we hope you caught 
something of the BTC  
vision, our hopes and 

dreams for the future.  
 
It was a really great time, 

we hope you enjoyed it as 
much as we did! 
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GREYMOUTH GRADUATES  

BTC haven’t run this popular 
course for sometime, but 
Marge Tefft has been tutoring 

her students with this for 
their final paper towards their    
Diploma.   
 

It is basically an introduction 
to the historical, geographical, 
political, economic, religious 
and social world of first      
century Palestine with a view 

to how this informs our     
understanding of Jesus’ life and 
message.   
 

We are running this course 
next year here in Nelson for 
anyone interested including 
those looking for something a 
bit different or if they have a   

particular interest in Israel.  

Back row (left to right): Greville Wood, Kathy Hines, Jacquie Jones. 

Front row: Diana Fensom, Kaye Brown, Edie Nimmo. 

God was calling me. I find 
that the theological training I 
did at Bishopdale is really 

valuable, though it is one 
thing to know something and 
quite another to explain it in 
a way that  everyone can  
relate to.  

 
As a curate I’m learning a lot 
about people, both  other 
people and myself!  I feel that 

I  have  more  of  an              
unders tanding of the        
brokenness of the world, but 
at the same time it is amazing 
to see how God is at work 

through the people here. 

Hi, I graduated at the end of 
2014 and moved to the 
West Coast to work with 

Tim Mora.  I can't believe 
that I have been down here 
on the Coast for 9 months 
now, the time has just flown 
by. I’m   enjoying getting to 
know the people of Cobden-

Runanga as well as getting 
out and seeing some of the 
beautiful scenery.  

 
Becoming a curate is the 
next stage in this journey 
that I’m on since I became a 
Christian eight years ago and 

started to explore where 

Prayers are being  answered 
and lives are  being         
transformed. This isn’t      

always a dramatic process, 
often it is simply part of   
everyday life. As a curate I 
get to walk alongside people 
as they wrestle with life, the 
good and the bad, which is a 

privilege.  
Rev. Victoria Askin  

PAST GRADUATE—Update  
Victoria Askin from Cobden– Runanga 

Congratulations to our West Coast Graduates who 
have been diligently studying away for several years 

with a paper a semester, now graduating with             
a Diploma in Christian Studies.   

4 students will graduate from Greymouth 

ISRAEL AT THE  

TIME OF JESUS ~ 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMWYyq79vcgCFYhdpgodgrcB8Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planetware.com%2Ftourist-attractions-%2Fjerusalem-isr-jr-j.htm&psig=AFQjCNH-A2M5i55D4-THRCZYUJQDVs0H4A&ust=
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The September midweek 
School of Theology in Stoke 
was a rich time. Over a 24 

hour period more than 40   
attendees interacted with each 
other and heard BTC tutors 
speaking on “A bridge to 
where? Where is God taking 

us?”  
 
In the context of his concern 
about terrible things happening 

to people around the world, 
Andrew sugges ted that    
sometimes our Christian talk 
is not deep enough. It should 
not be just about "my          

salvation." God reigns, in Jesus, 
and his reign is where "what 
God wants, happens." As the 
people formed by his kingship, 
we let his life flow through us. 
This means we are involved in 

his propensity for charging  
into our human mess and 
bringing order and healing. 

 
Sue ’s ta lk was  “Sinfu l          
Disciples.” (That’s us.) Are you 
ever aware of the tension that 
comes from being a member 
of two communities anchored 

in two d if fe rent  and            
incompatible stories? We 
should understand God’s will, 

so that we can be both        
incarnational, living as part of 
our community, and pilgrim, 

resisting aspects of the culture. 
For this we need more      
thorough catechesis and     
discipleship.  

 
Discipleship is in the detail! 
And, as Kate described, this is 
personal: it’s about being    
reconciled, with God and with 

each other. The church is not 
created for its own sake - but 
t o  p o i n t  p e o p l e  t o              
reconciliation. Because we are 
in the “time between,” our 

witness is imperfect. Even so, 
God takes the little we have 
and uses it. The way forward 
is seen in “Eucharistic      
thinking.” We bring nothing – 
all is supplied by God – and we 

discover that our unity is 
more important than what 
separates us - but only in 
Christ. 

 
Rebecca’s study of Psalm 119 
unpacks the nature of God’s 
love, in electing us to be his 
people. It is in Christ, the  Lo-

gos, that we see God’s will for 
humankind: to have God’s law 
enfleshed in our lives, as it is in 

history and in creation.  
The Gospel is seen as God’s 
gracious judgment, in which 

our alienation is put to death. 
The “time between” is the 
time for the proclamation of 
the gospel, the transformation 
of sinners into godly agents. 

God’s sovereignty is expressed 
in his claiming humans for rule 
by the Trinity. The bridge to 
where? is the bridge to the 

reign of God. 
 

Liz Riley  

a bridge to (no)where? vision, courage & 
 the reign of God ~ Speaker: andrew burgess  

<www.flickr.com/photos/redeagle/6529034757  

disciples and 
the reign of 
God 

Thomas Rydberg <www.flickr.com/photos/

trydberg/8592922779> 

School of Theology Feedback—Liz Riley 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/redeagle/6529034757
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Having an Intern has enabled us 
to strengthen our ministry to 
y o u n g  pe o p l e  w i t h o u t         

over loading  our exist ing      
ministry team. 
 
Tim’s BTC training enables him 

to have valuable input when he 
at tends  our Disc ip lesh ip     
P a t h wa y  s e s s i o n s .  H e           
participates fully and is a real 
asset to our church fellowship. 

St Stephens has benefitted 
greatly from our involvement in 
the BTC Internship program. 

Col Simmons  

 

We are very pleased to have 

Tim Mora as an intern with us 
this year. He has fitted in well 
and h is  enthus ia sm and          
infectious good humour are a 
real blessing. This is especially 

evident in youth work where he 
has made a very significant    
contribution assisting our Youth 
Pastors. He also participates in 
leading some services and is a 

regular member of the Music 
Team.   

BTC Internship— 
St Stephens Community Church, Tahunanui  

Tim Mora (Jnr) 

Spring is a wonderful time to 
remember the wonderful gra-
ciousness and generosity of 

God.   In spite of living in a na-
tion where fewer and fewer 
people acknowledge that God 
even exists let alone cares for 
his creation, we see God’s con-

stant generosity in action. 
 
The fruit trees in our garden 
are beginning to burst forth 

into blossom and we can     
already see tiny apricots   
forming on our apricot tree.  
God’s provision for us does 
not stop because people ignore 

him and don’t believe that he 
exists.   Our God keeps on 
giving and giving.   
  

Pray that our students at BTC, 
in spite of finding study difficult 
at times and very challenging,  
that they are filled anew with 
the wonder of serving our   

gracious and generous God 
and the privilege of being given 
the opportunity to study.   

Bishop Derek and              

Alice Eaton    

CHAPLAINS — 
Bishop Derek &  
Alice Eaton 

Anyone who has taken the  
Formation class at BTC will be 
familiar with concept of conflict      

resolution animals. The basic 
idea is that when it comes to 
resolving  conf l ic ts most       
people are one of the following: 
an aggress ive  shark , a           
collaborating owl, an avoiding 

turtle, an accommodating teddy 
bear, or a compromising fox, 
or a combination of two      
animals. Yesterday in the study 
room we were  discussing what     

animal we “are” and it was  
very interesting to see the     
diverse spread of results. Yet 
we all get along   pretty well (at 
least no one has tried to burn 

another person at the stake 
for heresy yet). And the thing 
about the community at BTC 

is that it’s made up of       
people from all walks of life 
and backgrounds. Within our 
student group we have   Pen-
tecostals, Anglicans, parents, 
teenagers members of the 

Chin community, and people 
from the West Coast. This 
community has been formed 
through classes, chapel, and 
the first-year discipleship 

group. But this community 
has also been formed 
through everyday life in the 
study room where the            
aforementioned differences 

 STUDENT REP —Micah Did-Dell  

bring flavour to the group. 
Friendly theological sparring 
takes place and books for      

assignments are suggested by 
other students so that the 
writer can get another      
perspective. And in the end 
it’s getting the perspective of 
those differ-

ent from 
you that can 
help you 
learn the 

most.        
Micah  



BOOK REVIEW 
 

 
               
 

 
 

Preaching: communicating 
faith in an age of scepticism 
(Timothy Keller, Viking, 
2015.  309pp.) 

 
As expected, this latest book 
from this fine author does not 
disappoint. Keller’s wisdom, 
experience and wide reading all 

come together to make for a 
deep and comprehensive    
treatment of his subject.  All 
preachers, beginning and other, 
could find it daunting.  Keller 

asserts that all preaching points 
to Christ and all of Scripture 
can be enrolled for that       
purpose.  He does follow the 
Church’s year in his practice; 

nowhere does he refer to the 
use of the lectionary, a lack in 
my view.   
 

There is no bibliography or   
index of Scripture references.  
Some of the best bits are in the 
extensive notes.  The book 
works as a textbook or a good 

read with much food for 
thought.  I recommend it. 
 
A short quote:  You may not 

have strong public-speaking gifts, 
but if you are godly, your wisdom 
and love and courage will make 
you an interesting preacher.        
(I would prefer engaging to   

interesting.) 
 

Margaret Conway  
(Licensed lay minister, 
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Library Opening Hours: 
Mon:  10 am -7pm (during Semester)  

  10 am- 5pm (out- of- Semester) 
Tues: 10 am – 4.30 pm 
Wed:   10 am – 4.30 pm 
Thurs:  10 am - 4 pm (during Semester)   
Friday:  CLOSED 

UPDATES FROM THE LIBRARY — SEVERAL NEW 
TITLES  ARE  NOW IN STOCK.  TWO STUDENTS 

SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS  IN BOOK REVIEWS  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Bible Tells Me So: 
Why Defending Scripture 
Has Made Us Unable To 

Read It – Peter Enns 
 
Anyone who has made a     
serious attempt to read the 
Bible will have come across 

passages that have made them 
go “huh?” or, if we’re honest, 
are just downright repulsive to 
our modern sensibilities (for 
example, the slaughter of the 

Canaanites or Jephthah      
sacrificing his daughter). Many 
books have been written by 
well-meaning apologists to 
make these episodes more 

palatable or to smooth out the 
wrinkles in the Bible. This 
book isn’t one of those.      
Rather, biblical scholar Peter 
Enns’ central thesis is that this 

very approach has made us 
unable to actually read what is 

in the biblical text. In our       
attempts to defend the Bible as 
God’s revelation we have often 

downplayed or even ignored the 
fact that God worked through 
fallible human beings. Enns     
advocates reading the Bible not 
as a divine encyclopaedia of all 

knowledge but as a very real   
account of Israel’s spiritual    
journey in all its flawed ugliness. 
Combining his previous biblical 
scholarship with the wit and   

hilarity characteristic of his blog, 
this book is a very readable    
reminder that the Bible we are 
called to wrestle with is, in his 
own words, “not a book kept at a 
safe  di st ance  from human        

drama… [or] an artificially            
well-behaved Bible that gives false 
comfort, but the Holy Bible, the 
Word of God, with wrinkles,     
c o m p l e x i t i e s ,  u n e x p e c t e d          

manoeuv res , and downri ght 
strangeness … This is the Bible 
God uses, and he always has, to 
point its readers to a deeper trust 
in him.” This is a book I highly            

recommend because even if you 
don’t agree with him it will make 
you think.     
 

Micah Did-Dell 
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Semester One 
22 February – 24 June 2016 
 

Level 5 (Foundation) courses 
104.515  New Testament Greek: Introduction*  
          (Intensive: 9–19 February; 9am-12.30pm) 

115.515  Biblical Theology 
140.515  New Testament: Introduction 
201.515  Theology: Introduction 
301.515  History of Christianity: Early Church to     

           Reformation 
460.515  Internship – Journeying into Ministry 
 

Level 6 and 7 courses 
146.615  Israel in the Time of Jesus 
202.615/715  Theology: Christ and Revelation 

211.615/715  Theology: Ethics (Intensive: 9-15 April) 
524.615  Anglican Bicultural Mission (includes field trip) 
607.615/715  Christianity and World Religions 

weekend at Tahuna, and 
on 31st Oct at Mawhera.  

 
Also, several of our       
students and  ministers will 
be attending the Willlow-
creek Global   Leadership 

Summit, here in Nelson on 
November 6th—Elim 
Church in Stoke. 
 

Work is still being        
progressed o n the           
re-development of EQUIP 
with St. Stephens, Tahuana 
being ‘guinea pigs’ for a 

new style and format more 
tailored to parishes and 
t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l              
requirements.  This will 

At the moment Graham 
O’Brien is on a sabbatical 
for 3 months. He has a 

large focus on obtaining a        
post-graduate certificate in 
higher education to upskill 
in the teaching area.  He 
has also been able to take 
part  in  the  Ca leb         

Leadership programme.  
 
In Graham’s absence      

Ministry Education has of 
course run at a minimal  
level but thanks to David 
Holl ing sworth EQUIP    
sessions have still run with 

the Prayer session having 
been run at Marlborough, 
and will be taking place this 

then be developed on   
Graham’s return as a more 
flexible template for       

deanery's to use to        
enhance their lay training.  
 
I’m sure that 2016 will be 

an exciting time for      
Ministry Education as    
Graham develops new    
initiatives to best serve our 
diocese, its people and  

future leaders. 
Fran Martin 

 MINISTRY EDUCATION UPDATE 

2016 ~ What is on offer at BTC? 

Enquires to : 

Email: office@bishopdale.ac.nz (Fran) or  

registrar@bishopdale.ac.nz (Sue) 

Phone 03 548 8785 

Look out for our new handbook or check 

the website for more information. 

Not sure if Study is 

for you or what is          

involved? 

Tutorials are running un-
til the 29 Oct, you are 

welcome to come and ‘sit 

in’  and check out what 
goes on (by prior         

arrangement only please.)   
 

Please call the office to 
make a time to call by. 



 
FRIENDS OF BISHOPDALE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE   

(min. of $400/year) 
 

               I am a new friend of the College                        I am renewing my commitment 
   

              My friends donation to Bishopdale Theological College is   

 

 $________ per week/ fortnight/month/annum (please indicate) 
 

OTHER/SUNDRY DONATIONS 

      I wish to donate $_________ 
 
                To the Capital investment Fund                Operating Costs of the College 
      

 
PAYMENT DETAILS 

 
     My chosen method of payment is : 
 

      Automatic Payment of $_____per week/fortnight/month (please indicate) or, 
 
   Enclosed cheque for $_______made out to Bishopdale Theological College, or,  

   
   Direct Credit Internet Payment for $________to the BTC  Bank Account. 
  

 Bishopdale Theological College Bank Account details are as follows: 

                                   Bank    :   ANZ, Nelson 

                     Account Name   :   Bishopdale Theological College 

                     Account No    :   060705– 0360364-000 

 

LIFE MEMBER 

I wish to become a life member of BTC by contributing an amount of $6000 
 

BEQUESTS 
   If you would like more information about how to leave a bequest to the College     or you have 

already included a gift to BTC in your Will please contact the foundation by  

emailing  foundation@bishopdale.ac.nz 

 

UPDATE OR CHANGE OF DETAILS FORM:  

Send to: BTC, PO Box 347, Nelson 7040 
       
      Name      ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Telephone ________________________  Parish _____________________ 
 
      e-mail  ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Charities Registration No.CC23883              All gifts will be acknowledged     

Donations over $5.00 are eligible for Tax Rebate.   

All automatic payments will be receipted in April for your own Tax Return purposes 



 

Thinking about studying 2016?   

This is a great time to start asking questions and looking at what 

we have to offer next year to support you and your ministry.  

Check out our website…….. www.bishopdale.ac.nz  

 

ALL WELCOME   –  JOIN US TO CELEBRATE BTC’s 
 

GRADUATION CEREMONY 

 

Friday 11th December 2015 at 7:00pm followed by supper 

 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, NELSON 

 

Queries to Fran Martin: 548 8785 or                      

 office@bishopdale.ac.nz 

 

"They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant  

goodness, and shall sing aloud of your righteousness"  

Psalm 145:7  

mailto:office@bishopdale.ac.nz

