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FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER 2017 

Dear Friends and supporters of Bishopdale 

 
As we move into 2017, we are greatly encouraged by a number of 

things.  Our vision for serving God by helping raise-up and train  

leaders for the future of the Church is bearing fruit, and we are seeing 

mission focused ministers at work across a number of Anglican and 

non-Anglican churches. 

 
So, firstly, our student enrolments are significantly increased.  This is 

very welcome, after a lean year in 2016.  We already have around triple 

the student numbers that we had last year. A very exciting part of this 

is that we are welcoming two students from the Anglican Church in 

Fiji – a married couple who are both very keen ministers for Christ 

and who are being sent from Polynesia to train with us.  We are very 

much looking forward to them being with us.  I have worked alongside 

Sepi in the past, as she has been leader of youth ministry in Polynesia, 

and I have enjoyed beginning to get to know Patemosi, her husband. 

 
A key to Sepi and Patemosi coming is the new status we have as a full-

teaching site for Laidlaw College Qualifications, which allows  

Bishopdale to have overseas students.  This status is also allowing us to 

expand the way we deliver Laidlaw courses around our region, and  

especially into our Diocese via video link.  We are encouraged that we 

are able to keep up connection to students in Kaikoura too. 

 
It is also encouraging to be talking to two Trusts about funding for  

specific projects to develop our work.  Please pray for the provision 

that God has for us to be released. 

 
In the meantime, Sue Patterson has shifted to 

her 0.5 role as Senior Academic and Kate  

Dugdale has taken up her role doing Registrar 

duties and helping to develop the College 

through strategy and networking – already 

Kate is connecting us well with younger people 

and encouraging connection with BTC. 

Thank you all so much for your support – we 

continue to pray for your blessing and for our 

work together in God’s vision for this venture. 

    Andrew Burgess 



Doing justice to any of Rohr’s work is impossible.  

This American Franciscan priest’s immense learning, 

experience and reflection are put to outstanding use 

in The Naked Now, which has not long been reissued. 

Those who already know and value his work will 

find this title challenging and inspiring.  Those who 

have never read him, could find it challenging too.  

Those who, like this reviewer, value the life of the 

mind will find it humbling.   

 
Among other issues, Rohr addresses the effect of 

the Enlightenment on Christian spirituality.  He  

argues for a nondualistic approach, hence the  

Learning to See as the Mystics See of the title.   

Paradox and both/and thinking are at home in his 

approach. As well, he argues for a recovery of the 

lost tradition, the one that flourished before the  Enlightenment.  His strong emphasis on 

the Bible, Jesus and Paul in particular, will reassure anyone who is concerned that he has 

cut loose from solid Christian moorings. Be assured that Rohr is not advocating ‘anything 

goes’.  Far from it.  His treatment of the Incarnation and the Trinity are spot on.   

 

The short chapter on leadership is outstanding and could well be used as a resource for a 

workshop. Likewise the chapter on Martha and Mary. Rohr writes in a clear, engaging style.  

I recommend this book to anyone looking to clarify and enrich their own Christian  

practice, whether it is in prayer, preaching and worship leading, spiritual direction or simply 

following Jesus.         Margaret Conway 

RICHARD ROHR, THE  NAKED  NOW:  
LEARNING TO SEE  AS THE  MYSTICS  
SEE (New York, Crossroads: 2009). 

STUDENT BOOK REVIEW 

In December we celebrated the graduation of four diploma students and one degree student. We also  
celebrated the completion of postgraduate studies by Elizabeth Riley (Masters—Laidlaw) and Kate Dugdale 

(PhD—Otago). 



A BIBLICAL REFLECTION 
 

“His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor His pleasure in the legs 

of a man, but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who 

hope in His steadfast love”. Psalm 147:11 ESV. 

 
Here is a profound statement found on David’s lips, a statement of 

what pleases the Creator of the universe. Greater still, these words 

disclose the Gospel. There are only two things here that God takes 

pleasure in, those who fear Him and those who hope in His steadfast 

love. That is the life pleasing to God, not the life of busy service, but 

the life walked out serving in the fear of God and the hope of His  

saving grace. 

 
Consider also Mark’s Gospel. In the first chapter Jesus begins His 

preaching ministry with these words, “The time is fulfilled, the  

Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the Gospel” (Mark 

1:15). If we look closely, there is a connection between David’s  

sentiment and  Jesus’ preaching. First is the notion of repentance, a  

redirecting of the mind and the whole life away from evil and toward 

God. Isn’t that also what walking in the fear of God is? Proverbs 8:13 

says, “The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and 

the way of evil and  perverted speech I hate.” The true fear of God is 

to understand God’s character and nature as that which demands  

holiness and yet is itself love. Yet the connection is deeper: what is the 

Gospel, except to believe the good news that God’s steadfast love  

extends to each of us, although we are sinners? This is the connection: 

David reflects upon what Jesus later preached—God calls us to repent 

and believe Him to be the  loving and merciful God He is. 

 

But how is all this possible—through human intellect, or effort of the 

flesh? Absolutely not! What is common to both fear of God and hope 

in God is faith, which is why we read in Hebrews 11:6 that “without 

faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to 

God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek 

Him.” 

We may try to walk out a life that is characterised by the urgency and 

diligence of repentant fear, and coloured with the joyous, loving,  

radiance of hope, but unless we believe the Gospel we are wasting our 

time. We have laid out before us throughout the Scriptures a glorious 

Gospel, of holiness empowered by steadfast love and grace. 

      Tim Mora Jr., Student Rep, 

and Final Year Bachelor of  Theology student.  



 
FRIENDS OF BISHOPDALE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE   

(min. of $400/year) 
 

               I am a new friend of the College                        I am renewing my commitment 
   

              My friends donation to Bishopdale Theological College is   

 

 $________ per week/ fortnight/month/annum (please indicate) 
 

OTHER/SUNDRY DONATIONS 

      I wish to donate $_________ 
 
                To the Capital investment Fund                Operating Costs of the College 
      

 
PAYMENT DETAILS 

 
     My chosen method of payment is : 
 

      Automatic Payment of $_____per week/fortnight/month (please indicate) or, 
 
   Enclosed cheque for $_______made out to Bishopdale Theological College, or,  

   
   Direct Credit Internet Payment for $________to the BTC  Bank Account. 
  

 Bishopdale Theological College Bank Account details are as follows: 

                                   Bank    :   ANZ, Nelson 

                     Account Name   :   Bishopdale Theological College 

                     Account No    :   060705– 0360364-000 

 

LIFE MEMBER 

I wish to become a life member of BTC by contributing an amount of $6000 
 

BEQUESTS 
   If you would like more information about how to leave a bequest to the College or you have 

already included a gift to BTC in your Will please contact the foundation by  

emailing  foundation@bishopdale.ac.nz 

 

UPDATE OR CHANGE OF DETAILS FORM:  

Send to: BTC, PO Box 347, Nelson 7040 
       
      Name      ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Telephone ________________________  Parish _____________________ 
 
      e-mail  ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Charities Registration No.CC23883              All gifts will be acknowledged     

Donations over $5.00 are eligible for Tax Rebate.   

All automatic payments will be receipted in April for your own Tax Return purposes 


